[Sulfatide: a multifunctional glycolipid constituent of biological membranes].
Sulfogalactosylceramide (or sulfatide) has been localized in the central nervous system by indirect immunofluorescence. This glycosphingolipid belongs essentially to the myelinated areas. Nevertheless, it has also been found in ependymal cells, subpial processes and, in the cerebellum, in the Bergmann fibers. In the brain areas, known to be enriched in opiate receptors, some cells and nerve terminals are also sulfatide positive. In this latter localization, opiates were shown to selectively inhibit binding of the antisulfatide antibodies. We have also shown that antisulfatide inhibited, in vitro, the stereo-specific binding of narcotic drugs and that they antagonized the in vivo effects of morphine and beta-endorphin.